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Accelerating into areas for growth: 
outdoor education and river networks

2015 was a year of growth and exciting changes for Missouri River 
Relief.  We received a jolt of rejuvenation this year with three big 

highlights— acquiring bigger and better vehicles, expanding 
our Education Program, and bringing a human-powered twist 
to our river clean-ups (via canoe).  We brought on two new 
staff members with a deep well of talents, worked with new 
partners on a variety of new projects, and deepened our 
relationship with many of our old friends along the Missouri 

River valley - from St. Louis to Omaha. 

We continue to find new ways to introduce people to the Missouri 
River and give them an opportunity to learn more about this tremendous 

resource and to help clean it up.

I hope you are as inspired as I am by the community of people working together 
through Missouri River Relief to make the world a better place. And I hope you are 
motivated to take action yourself! 
 
Thanks so much for your continued support—we could not do this without you.

Jeff Barrow,
Director, Missouri River Relief

River Relief Staff
Steve Schnarr has been program Manager 
for MRR since 2005.  He’s also secretly a 
fantastic cook, talented writer and calm 
force behind nearly all 2015 events.

Melanie Cheney’s nickname is “Reminder 
in Chief ” and for good reason—she is a 
demon with details. She has been Assistant 
program Manager for MRR since 2008.

Kristen Schulte earned her master’s at the 
Teton Science Schools; feels smartest when  
she’s outdoors and makes a perfect addition 
to MRR as education Coordinator.

Jen Davis is our new part-time event 
Coordinator and longtime crew member. 
She comes with a bonus assistant, Frida the 
river dog and chow hound.

John Brady is MRR’s Fleet Manager and 
poet laureate. He might bark orders and 
gesture crazily when the frontloaders are 
out, but we know he’s really a teddybear.

Racin’ Dave Stevens, MRR Mechanic, 
cares for our vehicles and boats with the 
attention he gives to motorcycles in his 
shop. A high honor indeed.

StAFF
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Firsts
River Heroes Gala

Our friends in Kansas City 
organized a celebration to 

recognize the Hulston Family 
Foundation and Tony Dickerson.

$91,000
epA Grant
Two-year grant awarded to 

only 35 out of 400 applicants 
nationwide. 

@mo_river_relief
Finally joined Instagram to 

share our special views of the 
Missouri River.

new eDuCAtion 
AnD event 

CooRDinAtoRS
Kristen Schulte came on as our 

education coordinator. Jennifer 
Davis stepped in to orchestrate 

the Omaha, St. Charles and 
Katfish Katy’s to Cooper’s canoe 

clean-ups. 

Fundraising with CoMoGives 
Community Foundation.

trash Cleanup 
and Beach party

at Mosenthein island 
on the Mississippi River inspired 
by a coalition of environmental 

groups in the St. Louis area. 

PARTNERSHIPS
Logboat Bingo & 10% Night 

fundraiser; Osage Paddle 
Sports races; Fontanelle 

Forest in Omaha; Mile Marker 
68.3 Washington Bier Fest; 

Watershed Cairns; Washington 
Middle School; Missouri River 

Paddlers Rendezvous

Canoe Cleanup
A flotilla of 20 canoes stormed 

Missouri River banks in October 
for our final cleanup of the year. 

The nimble watercraft moved 
into shallow areas that were 

inaccessible to our motor boats.

Crowdfunding campaign to 
replace our high-mileage vehicles 

with a bigger, safer and more 
efficient fleet. 

F L E E T

REFURBISH

O U R

The big red box truck is large enough to store and haul clean-up and  
camping gear..  TINA CASAGRAND

Students haul trash for pick-up on a wing dike. BRETT DUFUR

Trash Clean-up and Beach Party at Mosenthein Island. LIBBY REUTER

Logboat 10% Night Custom Beer Glasses to benefit MRR. Photo courtesy of 
LOGBOAT BREWING COMPANY
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Summers@Mizzou takes first step 
toward future River Academy

Imagine exploring the Missouri River by boat to learn about ecology 
and river culture from experts in the field. That’s what we gave 

12 teenagers in a week with our “Big River Experience” annual 
summer camp, a part of Summers@Mizzou program hosted by 
MU Extension and the 4-H Center for Youth Development. 

Heidi Allemann, a high-schooler, was a veteran of the MU 
programs.When her mother Elizabeth heard about the Big River 

Experience, she lit up. “Right away I was interested,” she said. “I 
loved the idea combining Summers@Mizzou and River Relief.”

The students explored the river through painting watercolors, sampling 
for aquatic wildlife, mist-netting birds, touring Columbia’s stormwater 
remediation sites and visiting an urban agriculture center to learn about 
farming’s effects downstream.

Of course, the students also did a river clean-up where they collected and 
sorted trash: 140 plastic bottles, 67 pieces of Styrofoam, 40 aluminum cans 
and much more. The week was capped off by a surprise presentation from 
Janet Moreland, a river expert famous for her solo expedition by kayak from 
the source of the Missouri River to the Gulf of Mexico. 

 “Heidi loved the river, she loved the activities and she seemed more confident 
when she returned,” Elizabeth said. “It is so important for our young adults to 
spend time with adults of all ages.” 

eDuCAtion & outReACH

In 2015, we 
conducted 
13 education 
events with 1,209 
students and 21 
school groups 
and helped 
organize 34 
presentations at 
the Big Muddy 
Speakers Series in 
three cities. 

Students learn about birds with the Missouri River Bird Observatory during Summers@Mizzou “Big River 
Experience” Summer Camp.  ASHLEY EISENBARTH Portrait: Heidi Allemann. MELANIE CHENEY
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Missouri River Education engages participants’ innate sense of 
wonder and natural curiosity to explore the Missouri River through 

place-based programs that are interdisciplinary in nature and 
experiential in character. Informed by our research and experience 
working with communities along the Missouri River, we believe 
this approach inspires community engagement, academic 

achievement and a sense of stewardship. 
- Kristen Schulte, MRR education Coordinator

Since our first Washington River Festival, we’ve wanted to get middle 
school students out on the river. Our first year, the administration 

said, “You want to do what?!” It spiraled into oblivion. We earned 
support for our second attempt, but the river was at flood stage 
and shut us down. On the third try, thanks to Washington Middle 
School science teacher Michael Batsie, we were able to get kids on 

the river for an experience they’ll never forget. 
- Mike Smith, washington High School

With the revitalization of our education program, the Education Committee 
needed a tool for charting our path. Similar to a map and compass, our 

“education philosophy” gives us our bearing and points us in the directions that 
we want to continue to grow.

education 
philosophy

in SuMMARy

in ACtion

Sandy beach on Mosenthein Island. MELANIE CHENEY Portraits: Kristen Schulte. TINA CASAGRAND Mike Smith COURTESY



St. Charles volunteers 
removed 7.7 tons of trash

This was our 10th river clean-up in Saint Charles and it was 
anything but routine. Serious flooding caused MRR organizers to 
“roll with the changes.” Huge driftwood piles on the riverfront 

prevented us from pitching our crew camp on 
the beach and forced us to move the clean-up 

headquarters to Blanchette Landing, downriver 
from Frontier Park.

Tons of debris had floated ashore during the 
floods so volunteers had no problem finding 

piles of scrap metal and an assortment of loose, 
scattered trash, including an astounding 169 tires!!!

Biologists from the Missouri Department of Conservation 
launched their boats to help MRR’s fleet shuttle 256 hardworking 
volunteers to trash sites. The workers were blessed with bright 
blue skies as they scrambled up muddy banks, scoured the shores 
and searched the woods along 10 miles of the river.

Missouri River Relief doubled its impact by hiring Jen Davis 
as part-time Event Coordinator, and we received outstanding 
support from 15 generous sponsors including Ameristar Casino, 
Missouri American Water and the Missouri Department of 
Natural Resources.

CoMMunity CleAn-upS

Most of the trash 
our volunteers 
pick up floats 
in from many 
locations 
upstream. Most 
common items 
are styrofoam 
and single-use 
plastic items of 
all kinds. 

Omaha: 5.5 tons 

Kansas City: 3.3 tons

Alligator Cove:  .9 tons

Boonville: .84 tons

Katfish Katy’s: 1.8tons

Rocheport 1.4 tons

N

Top: Members of Tamil Sangum of Missouri show off their trash piles at the 2015 St. Charles Missouri River Clean-up. SASI SULIRAJ 
Portrait: Jen Davis MELANIE CHENEY6  MISSOURI RIVER RELIEF



St.Louis Area: 11 tonsSt. Charles: 7.7 tons

Washington:  5.9 tons

Easley: 2.4 tons

41 tons of trash
Removed from the river, including...

7,070 lbs of scrap metal   •   485 tires   •   6 refrigerators
312 chunks o’ styrofoam   •  32 propane tanks

150 fireworks remnants   •   7 messages in a bottle
4 hot water heaters   •   27 coolers   •   13.5 chairs   •   4 TVs   

3 gas cans   •   4 fishing poles   •   1 “Magic 8 Ball” Toy
43 - 55-gal. plastic barrels   •   3 mattresses

3 fire extinquishers   •   1 Chemical Spray Tank   
1 light-up Santa

19 Communities
Omaha, Bellevue, Council Bluffs, Kansas City, 

Sugar Creek, Orrick, Carrollton, Boonville, Rocheport, 
Columbia, Huntsdale, Cooper’s Landing, 

Jefferson City, Washington, St. Charles, Riverview, 
Fenton, St. Louis, Alton

1,508 volunteers
from groups like Missouri Master Naturalists, MU Geology 

Club, Girl Scout Troop 4274, Mindstorm Troopers, Apple Store, 
Ohmkaram, Shiloh Robotics, University of  Omaha, Pacific Life 

Insurance, Americorps, 4H Imagination Creation Club, Stratcom, 
AFWA, 1 Mississippi, Kayak Swarm, Brentwood High School 

National Honor Society, Missouri Stream Team and a bunch more!

91 eventS 
CLeAN-UPS, edUCATION, RIveR RACeS, FILM 

FeSTIvAL, BIG MUddy SPeAKeR SeRIeS, 
RIveR exCURSIONS, RIveR FeSTIvAL & MORe

4,650 people 
impacted in 5 states
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The Aluminum Division takes off from Hartsburg during for the 6th Annual Race to the Dome. MELANIE CHENEY
      Kent Robinson holds up a copy of the “Unterrified Democrat” during the MR340 Race. STEVE SCHNARR

two new river races add 
options for paddlers

Kent Robinson not only started Osage Paddle Sports in 2015, he 
and his family brought two new benefit races to Missouri River 
Relief. In the “Spring 12” in May, 58 racers in 43 boats and two 
stand-up paddlers (SUPs) paddled from Mariosa to the mouth of 

the Osage River and back to Bonnots Mill (with a headwind 
in both directions!). They tripled that distance in October 

with the“Fall 36” – a 36-mile race from the Osage River, 
down the Missouri and up the Gasconade. They helped 
raise more than $1,800 for the organization.

Paddle sports have become a staple in Missouri River 
Relief ’s outreach and fundraising efforts. Since the start 

of the MR340 Race, canoeing and kayaking on the Missouri 
River has exploded. The strong community that has grown around 
racing has helped our organization in so many ways, from sweat 
equity to event planning, fundraising and networking.

RiveR RACeS

In 2015, we 
worked on 5 
river races with 
more than 
700 paddlers 
competing over 
459 miles of 
water.
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Top: Volunteers off-load scrap propane tanks, tires and trash found on the banks of 
Fontenelle Forest. JOE VAVAK Portrait: Seth Keith JEFF BARROW

Fontenelle Forest proves to be 
a powerful partner

In early 2015, we received a phone call from a gentleman by the 
name of Seth Keith who wanted to collaborate on a river clean-
up on his stretch of river just downstream of Omaha.  

Soon we were meeting via Skype and collaborating with 
the staff of Fontenelle Forest on river clean-up and 

education events. They made their staff and resources 
available, and their experience preserving the woods 
for the past 100 years was invaluable.

Fontenelle Forest is made up of hardwood deciduous 
forests, an extensive floodplain jutting out like a peninsula 

into the Missouri River, loess hills, and marshlands.  We enjoyed 
learning the history and taking a tour of the place. 

The events were wildly successful, and we were able to remove 
big debris from the peninsula that the 2011 floods had swept 
into this National Natural Landmark.  

Best of all, it was carried forward by a special guy. 
Seth was 100% on board, with an obvious contagious 
passion for the natural world. Partnerships are key in our 
business, and he gave himself for the sake of the cause.

2015 pARtneR oF tHe yeAR
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Bill FeSSleR, president 
Resource Management and 
Conservation Corps Supervisor, KC 
Parks & Recreation

MARK CHAMBeRS, vice president 
Master Naturalist, Social Service 
Administration (retired)

KoRy KAuFMAn, secretary
Science Teacher, Rock Bridge High 
School, Columbia Public Schools 

MiCHAel CRiSt, treasurer
Tatanka Resources, Enterprise 
Development Corp.

FRAnCiS BAuM  
Senior Software Engineer, 
Tapestry Solutions, A Boeing 
Company

AlliSon KellenBeRGeR
Cardiology Outreach RN Staff
University Hospitals & Clinics

pAtRiCK lynn
The Kelley Group, St. Louis

KAtHy love 
Public Information Officer, Missouri 
Department of Higher Education 
(retired)

tiM niGH, past president
Ecologist, Missouri Department of 
Natural Resources (retired)

DAve StouS
Hydrogeologist, Burns & McDonnell 
Engineering Company (retired) 

eMily pHeRiGo 
Graduate Research Assistant, 
University of Missouri-Columbia 

tony SuDeKuM  
Medical Doctor 

Finance

Board Members

12% Outreach

8% Insurance

7% Fleet

55% Events & Education

18% Administrative

expenSe

0% Interest

18% Corporate

12% Government

19% City/Community

51% Personal & Misc

Revenue

Dave Stous has provided energy, expertise 
and financial support on the board of 

directors since 2006. Thanks so much for 
your decade of wonderful service, “Mr.Dave”
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$28,429 $41,034

$125,570

$16,021

total: $229,694total: $242,492

50% Personal & Misc

18% City/Community

13% Government

19% Corporate

0% Interest

18% Administrative

55% Events & Education

7% Fleet

8% Insurance

12% Outreach

$16,021

$45,214

$121,756

$44,522

$31,000



Sponsor of the Year

Sponsors

AEP River Operations
Bryan Johnson
City of Columbia 

Stormwater
Dave & Fran Stous
Gloria & Michael Attoun-

Bauermeister
Healthy Rivers Partnership

Janice & Clayton Schnarr
Missouri Conservation 

Heritage Foundation
Missouri Environmental 

Fund
National Park Service 

- Lewis & Clark Trail 
Heritage Foundation

Patrick & Becky Lynn
Race to the Dome
Scott & Kate Mansker
The Rio Vista Fund - a fund 

of the Greater St. Louis 
Community Foundation

Wal-Mart

pAt JoneS

tHoMAS & Anne SMitH 
CHARitABle FunD

HulSton  FAMily FounDAtion

Our project of cleaning up the Missouri River would be impossible 
without the generous donations of our many sponsors. A Big 
Muddy, heartfelt thanks to our sponsors.

tHe Rio viStA FunD  
a fund of the Greater St. Louis Community Foundation

$20,000 to 
$55,000

$10,000 to 
$19,999

Alliance Water 
Resources

Alton Marketplace 
Association

Bank of Washington
Bass Pro Shops
Bernie Arnold (Stream 

Team #211)
Bryan Haynes
Burns & McDonnell 

Foundation
Columbia Convention & 

Visitors Bureau
Commerce Bank
Dan & Connie Burkhardt
Francis & Case Baum

Dominoes Pizza - St. 
Charles

Great Rivers Greenway
Greenway Network
James Swope
Jan Weaver
Jed & Patricia 

Friedrichsen
Joe Engeln
Kathy & Don Love
Katy Land Trust
Kohl’s - Washington, 

MO
Leopold Gallery
Les Bourgeois Vineyards
Logboat Brewing

Marilyn Barrow
Mark Chambers
Michael Cashen
Missouri Scholars 

Academy
Morgan Stanley Wealth 

Management
Northrup Grumman
Open Space Council of 

St. Louis
Osage Paddle Sports
Patagonia
Robert J. Trulaske Jr. 

Family Foundation
Ruthie Moccia
Sam’s Club

South Dakota Kayak 
Challenge

St. Clair County Health 
Department

St. Louis-Jefferson Solid 
Waste Management 
District

Stephen & Linda 
Jackson, and and the 
Boatacious Blondes

True/False Film Fest
University of Missouri - 

Columbia
Washington Rotary Club
West Hansen
Zac & Laura Cutler

$5,000 to 
$9,999

$2,000 to 
$4,999

$500 to 
$1,999
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watershed Cairns recenter 
attention on the river

Artists Libby Reuter and Josh Rowan have been developing a 
revolutionary art project designed to connect St. Louis citizens 

to the meaning, importance and history of their watersheds. 
Essentially an island surrounded by rivers, the St. Louis 

area has been shaped by and in turn has shaped its 
waterways.
 
The Watershed Cairn project builds temporary artworks 

from found objects in locations that reveal this secret 
history. As part of a river clean-up and celebration on 
Mosenthien Island on the only non-navigable stretch 
of the Mississippi River, Libby and Josh built this cairn 
from trash recovered by Missouri River Relief volunteers. 
See more photos and maps of project places at www.
watershedcairns.com

StoRieS oF ouR pARtneRS

on SCReen
www.riverrelief.org

Instagram: @mo_river_relief
facebook.com/missouririverrelief

in peRSon
(573) 443-0292
PO Box 463
Columbia, MO 65205


