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Many of our cities were founded on the 
banks of major rivers. Once they were 
highways connecting our communities to 
each other, our rivers became neglected 
dumping grounds as our cities turned 
their backs on them, embracing a future 
of railroads and then highways.  
 

Kansas City is a good example of how 
cities are beginning to remember the 
important resource these rivers are for 
their identity, history and health.  
 
Dr. Amahia Mallea is an assistant professor of history at 
Drake University in Des Moines, Iowa. She teaches 
courses on environment, food and the American West. 
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