
one river.
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MRR’s unique brand of education blasted off in 2014 
with a commitment of resources in time, energy and 
money. 

We hired an education coordinator which boosted 
our full-time professional staff to four people. This 
expansion allowed us to initiate a river camp for the 
first time in conjunction with Summers@Mizzou and 

we started making in-school presentations. 

These new projects complemented our regular menu of educational 
programs and the monthly Big Muddy Speakers Series. That was on top of 
our clean-ups, boat rides and educational events we host every year.

In 2014, MRR discovered that the Missouri River is more than a classroom 
and more than a laboratory—this tremendous natural treasure provides a 
huge CAMPUS that can teach lessons to people of all ages. I encourage you 
to enroll in a “river course” at one of our events

See You On The River,

Meet the Staff & Crew

Missouri River Relief ’s 
mission is to engage 
individuals and 
communities along 
the Missouri River 
in the exploration, 
enjoyment, 
restoration and 
care of the river 
through hands-on 
river clean-ups, 
education events 
and stewardship 
activities.

2014: eduCation on the riSe

Steve Schnarr has been Program Manager for MRR since 
2005.  He’s also secretly a fantastic cook, talented writer 
and calm force behind nearly all 2014 events.

Melanie Cheney’s nickname is “Reminder in Chief ” 
and for good reason—she is a demon with details. Her 
floral arranging skills know no bounds and she has been 
assistant Program Manager for MRR since 2008.

alex Prentice is a prairie fish scholar, catfish cook and 
a creative education Coordinator. An outstanding 
addition to our growing staff.

Mary Stilwell, accountant, updates MRR finances every 
week—a task worthy of sainthood for such an active crowd.

John Brady is MRR’s fleet Manager and poet laureate.

racin’ dave Stevens, MRR Mechanic cares for our 
vehicles and boats with the attention he gives to 
motorcycles in his shop. A high honor indeed.

Gale Johnson was crew cook during our Big Muddy Clean 
Sweep. She’s also a fitting masthead as first mate and 
overall asset to the crew.

anthony Pettit served on the Clean Sweep crew. He’s 
best known for easy boat rides and locks in his earlobes.

Jen davis was an invaluable seasonal crew member on the 
river and a hard-working intern in our office.

tim nigh was also on the Clean Sweep crew. He is our 
sage advisor in seasonal on- and off-river events as well as 
a founding member of MRR.
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Jeff Barrow,
Director, Missouri River Relief
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we Cleaned 107 riverMileS in 2014

...and 76,000 lBS of traSh
St. Joseph: 1.05 tons 

ft. leavenworth/
Weston: 4.7 tons

Hermann: 3.15 tons

Confluence: 5.98 tonsJefferson 
City: 2.4 
tons

We had never visited this stretch before. With 
the river in flood stage, we canceled a series 
of Glasgow clean-ups. As the crest passed, our 
Clean Sweep crew headed downstream to 
Boonville, picking up all the floating trash we 
could find and stopping in the woods where 
floods had deposited trash in the past.

fIRST TIMe fOR eveRYTHInG: Our first clean-ups of U.S. Army Corps of engineers properties in the 
Kansas City District at Providence and Weston Bends. We found glass galore—a strange trait we see at 
sites that haven’t been cleaned since the 1993 flood.

Brunswick: 
1.6 tons

Big Muddy national Wildlife Refuge: 1.2 tons

easley:2.17 tons

* 2014 MRR cleanups more than 1 ton are indicated on map

Boonville: 2.6 tons
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BARGe AleRT! The last time we ran a Big Muddy 
Clean Sweep, a barge swept long distances. This 
year, we were under that record by just 10 miles!
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16% Outreach

9% Insurance

7% fleet

52% events & education

16% Administrative

Bill feSSler, president 
Resource Management 
& Conservation Corps 
Supervisor with Kansas City 
Parks and Recreation.  

Mark ChaMBerS, vice 
president 
KC Master naturalist; 
Social Service 
Administration (Retired)

kory kaufMan, 
secretary
Science Teacher, Rock 
Bridge High School, 
Columbia Public Schools 

MiChael CriSt, treasurer
Tatanka Resources, 
enterprise Development 
Corp. 

franCiS BauM  
Senior Software engineer, 
Tapestry Solutions, 
A Boeing Company

PatriCk lynn
The Kelley Group, St. louis

kathy love 
Public Information Officer, 
Missouri Department of 
Higher education (Retired)

alliSon kellenBerGer
Cardiology Outreach Rn 
Staff nurse 4 

tiM niGh
ecologist Missouri 
Department of 
Conservation (Retired)

larry o’donnell  
Independent contractor, 
President, little Blue River 
Watershed Association

thoMaS J. whittaker  
Chief legal Officer, Je 
Dunn Construction Co.

eMily PheriGo 
Graduate Research 
Assistant, University of 
Missouri-Columbia 

dave StouS
Chief Water Supply 
Hydrogeologist, Burns and 
McDonnell engineering 
Company (Retired)

tony SudekuM  
Medical Doctor 

0% Interest

24.3% Corporate

29.7% Government

4.5% City/Community

41.5% Personal & Misc

Board of direCtorS

2014 
Missouri river relief 

Partner 
of the year  

awarded  to

Joan read, 
“Pick-up Boonville,” 

Community organizer

finanCial inforMation
revenue

expenses

Total: $221,643

Total: $243,810
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the firSt SteP

for many citizens along the Missouri River, a River Relief clean-up, canoe race or education event is 
their fIRST STeP InTO A DeePeR RelATIOnSHIP WITH THe RIveR we share.
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“While it has been a great 
experience getting to meet 
everyone involved in MRR, 
I have also used my new-
found affiliation with them to 
bring friends of mine into the 
fold.  thiS Continuation 
of StewardShiP and 
ConServation iS invaluaBle, 
as that is how others learn to value 
these qualities, and rather than 
let the legacy flounder with one 
person, they spread the word to 
others long down the road.” 

- ashley white, MdC, in a nomination 
letter for the G. andy runge award, 
presented by the wildlife Society in 2014

you helPed uS ConneCt PeoPle to 
the MiSSouri river 51,313 tiMeS*

Chart reflects educational river trips, learning festivals and booths, Big 
Muddy Speakers Series, Missouri River presentations, conferences and 
workshops, river races, tree planting and other restoration projects, and 
water quality monitoring trips. This is a statistic you want to become.

BARGe AleRT! The last time we ran a Big Muddy 
Clean Sweep with a barge, people came out in 
droves. That’s why 2011 numbers are so high.

- 
-

*Since 2001, instances of high-quality river experiences

years
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we eduCated 5,000 PeoPle in 2014

MRR education Coordinator Alex Prentice shows an enviroscape illustrating pollution to students at new 
franklin elementary. Principal Dawn Shipp writes, “The kids really enjoyed it and I’ve heard many positive 
comments. THAnKS AGAIn fOR SUPPORTInG OUR SCHOOl AnD eDUCATIOn In GeneRAl.”

BIG MUDDY 
SPeAKeRS 

SeRIeS 
learn more about it at 
bigmuddyspeakers.org

30

leARnInG 
feSTIvAlS

Including booths and 
festivals across Missouri

20
4

WATeR 
QUAlITY 

MOnITORInG 
evenTS

6
RIveR TRIPS 
THAT WeRe 

eDUCATIOnAl
Shh! Don’t tell the 

students!



$20,000 to $30,000
Missouri American Water
Missouri Department of 

natural Resources

$10,00 to $19,999
Pat Jones
U.S. fish & Wildlife Service  

- ecological Services 
Columbia field Office 

Hulston family foundation
Missouri Department of 

Conservation

$5,000 to $9,999
national environmental 

education fund
Great Rivers Greenway 

District
Rivermiles, Inc.
Thomas & Anne Smith 

Charitable fund

$2,000 to $4,999
living lands & Waters
Buckner foundation
fran & Dave Stous
AeP River Operations
Boone electric Community 

Trust
Bryan Johnson
national Park Service
Patrick & Becky lynn

$500 to $1,999
K-State Olathe
northrup Grumman 

Technical Services
Walmart
lucky’s Market
Gloria Bauermeister
St. louis-Jefferson Solid 

Waste District
Stephen & linda Jackson
Jed & Patricia friedrichsen
Boone County national 

Bank-Columbia
Katy land Trust

our 2014 SPonSorS Made thiS haPPen

Pat 
JoneS

2014 
Missouri river relief 

Sponsor 
of the year  

awarded  to

hulSton 
faMily

foundation
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thoMaS & anne SMith 
CharitaBle fund

our wiShliSt: 
 Stream Table that simulates River 

Processes: $5,000

 Wild and Scenic film festival: $2,800

 Wilderness first Responder Training 
for Staff: $750 (per person)

 Waterproof Digital Camera: $300
 
 Pop-Up Tents: $150 each

Photo Credits: Melanie Cheney, Jenny Kettler, Miranda Metheny, Alex Prentice, John Reid, Jen Davis, Dave”The River Slave” Marner

Joe engeln
logboat Brewing Company
Ameren Missouri
Bass Pro Shops
Heart of Oak foundation
Student environmental 

Coalition, University of 
Missouri - Kansas City

Clayton & Janice Schnarr
Jan Weaver
St. louis Open Space Council 
University of Missouri-Columbia
labadie environmental 

Organization
Mid-MO Greens
Ragtag Cinema
AGRIServices of Brunswick
Marilyn Barrow
Central Bank
Robert Pierce
Susan Prentice
South Dakota Kayak Challenge 

llC
francis & Case Baum
St. Joseph Regional Port 

Authority
Bryan Haynes
Michael Bauermeister
Joey los


